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The Board of Directors of the American Society 
of Planning Officials met in Chicago on May 29th. 
Two items which will interest ASPO members are the 
finances of the Society and the program for the 
National Planning Conference to be held in Detroit 
during the week of October 11, 1953. 

ASPO members will remember that a commmication 
was addressed to all of you on November 12, 1952, 
asking whether you were in favor of increasing the 
dues of the Society. The overwhelming mijority of 
the members who replied said that they were in favor 
of such an increase. Subsequently, however, on 
January 5, 1953, I addressed a letter to the members 
saying that I hoped some alternative method of pro- 
viding the necessary finances for ASPO's operatims 
could be found. I suggested that 100 additional 
subscriptions to the ZONING DIGEST would meet our 
financial situation for 1953 without an increase in 
membership dues. As of April 30th, 30 new subscrip- 
tions to the ZONING DIGEST had been received. Many 
of these came through the cooperation of the ASPO 
members and particularly through the PLANNING AD- 
VISORY SERVICE and the ZONING DIGEST subscribers 
who recognize the value of these services. If we 
can obtain continued cooperation of a similar nature 
during the remainder of the year, it was estimated 
by the Board of Directors that no increase in the 
general membership dues would be required. It was 
understood, however, that this depends entirely upon 
whether the additional subscriptions are received. 
The Board decided, therefore, to postpone until 4 
later date action looking toward an increase in 
membership dues. The ZONING DIGEST is the one ser- 
vice for which the subscription list can be increased 
without placing an additional load at this time on 
the ASPO staff. We hope for your continued coopera- 
tion. 





At the meeting of the Board of Directors ap- 
Proval was given to the program of the National Plan- 
ning Conference for this year. Detroit has created 
& very hard-working committee under the general chair- 
mnship of Henry Sullivan, who is Chairman of the 
Detroit Metropolitan Area Regional Planning Commis- 
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sion. Mr. Sullivan, in turn, has set up a number 
of sub-committees which are already actively at work. 
The city of Detroit has made a substantial contribu- 
tion and work is under way in the preparation of an 
exhibit which will be shown first at the Conference 
and will later, it is hoped, serve as the core of 
& permanent planning exhibit in one of Detroit's 
museums. 

The following are among the subjects that have 
been selected for the Conference: 

1. Planning organization for a metropolitan 

region. 

2. Small town forum - how do we solve the 
planning problems in a small town. 
Planning and zoning for rural areas. 

The validity of civil service examinations 
for planners. 

Airport zoning - methods, standards, and 
legal problems. 

Visual aids and the design and presenta- 
tion of reports. 

Shopping centers - a clinic. 

Local planning assistance programs - state, 
university and regional. 

Obsolescent zoning - an examination of 
principles. 

New communities - discussion of existing 
and needed research. 

ll. Urban conservation - what it means and - 

what can be accomplished. 

12. Planned industrial districts - a clinic. 

13. Conducting the public hearing - objectives 
and techniques. 

14. Planning for schools - standards, techniques, 
new ideas. 

15. Urban aesthetics. 

16. Moving people in urban areas - mass trans- 
portation and expressways: competitive or 
cooperative? 

In addition, it is expected that nationally 
known persons will give the keynote address and 
the two luncheon addresses. The usual zoning round 
tables will be held. Present plans call for three 
special sessions: one for planning teachers, one 
for planning students, and a third for planning 
commissioners. (WHB) 
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AIRPORT FOR JETS 


The use of noise in- 
tensity measurements to 
determine zoning around an 
airport is shown in the il. 
lustration at the left for 
the Palmdale, California, 
airport. The district ad- 
joining the airport, for 
a distance of one mile to 
the north and south, and 
for two miles east and west 
of the airport, has been 
placed in a residential 
zone, with a five-acre min- 



















OF re tensity contours are based 
3, mer ented —= on experiments conducted 
a ss, ‘ by Lockheed Aircraft Cor- 
: oe The Regional Planning Commission poration engineers, in co- 
7 . 
Zoning for the $e County of Los Angeles, California operation with the members 
° Moat eae ° ' Sint of the Los Angeles County 
Palmdale Airport E. J. Esse, Director of Planning Regional Planning Commis- 








ZONING DIGEST 


The first case in the June issue of ZONING 
DIGEST is the much-discussed Chicago off-street 
parking decision. The Supreme Court of Illinois 
declared the Chicago zoning provision unconsti- 
tutional in that it arbitrarily made require- 
ments of apartments that it did not extend to 
other uses in the same district. 

Another decision on the ever recurring 
question of whether a city is bound by its ow 
zoning ordinance held that when a city was act- 
: ing in a governmental capacity, it was not so 
bound. (See 1 ZONING DIGEST 1 for a discussion 
of this question.) 

The issue also contains a case holding that 
vhe attempted elimination of a nonconforming 
Slaughterhouse is illegal. This is the third 
case on the elimination of nonconforming uses 
reviewed in ZONING DIGEST thus far this year. 
In 1952 ZONING DIGEST reviewed eight such cases, 
in five elimination of the nonconforming use was 
upheld, and in three, declared illegal. 

Among the rest, there are three other cases 
qm noncamforming uses, and a decisim holding that 
since a zoming violation entails criminal proceed- 
ings, the rule of double jeopardy applies. 








PLANNING 1952 


PLANNING 1952, being the proceedings of 

~the National Planning Conference held in Bostm 
last fall, is being mailed to all ASPO members 

in good standing. Copies are being distributed 

as a matter of course in the allotted quantities 

to all subscribers to PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE. 
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BERKELEY MASTER PLAN 


The most recent master plan to be issued as 
part of a regularly circulated newspaper comes from 
Berkeley, California. The Berkeley Daily Gazette 
in ite 87th anniversary issue of May 20, 1953, de- 
votes its 24+ page second section to "Presenting 
Berkeley's Master Plan, designed to preserve the 
best features of community life and establish a 
pattern for future growth." 

One of the most interesting proposals advanced 
in the master plan is a "marine park." The area 
would iriclude residential and commercial development 
as well as a marina and public park areas. The 
scheme calls for the creation of new land by filling 
in approximately 1,000 acres in San Francisco Bay. 

The marine park development in Berkeley would 
be adjacent to and coordinated with an extensive 
harbor development previously proposed by the neigh- 
boring cities of Emeryville and Oakland. 


PLANNING AT THE UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA 


The University of Florida has announced & 
broadening of its graduate programs in community 
planning through the organization of an interdepart- 
mental graduate faculty in planning. The work will 
lead to a degree of Master of Science in Community 
Planning. The program will be administered by 4 
graduate faculty representing 18 teaching depart- 
ments under the chairmanship of William T. Arnett, 
Dean of the College of Architecture and Allied Arts. 
Other departments are agricultural economics, archi- 
tecture and planning, civil engineering, economics, 
education, electrical engineering, forestry, geog- 
raphy, industrial engineering, inter-American stud- 
ies, landscape architecture and planning, law, physi- 
cal education and health, political science and pub- 
lic administration, public health engineering, real 
estate and sociology. 
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DETROIT’S GRATIOT REDEVELOPMENT AREA SOLD 


The Gratiot redevelopment project site, a 129 
gross-acre area of former slums on Detroit's near 
east side, was sold at public auction on May 6, 1953, 
for $1,266,000. The area now is substantially 
cleared of its old conglomeration of structures. 
New street and utility improvements are under way. 

There were 1500 dwelling units housing 1950 
families before the city of Detroit started acqui- 
sition of the property. Condemnation of the 85 
net acres occupied by these dwellings, and other 
mixed uses, cost $6,184,000. The federal capital 
grant reservation from DSCUR under the Housing Act 
of 1949 is $4,761,096, since the net project cost 
amounted to $7,141,000. 

The project camprises about two-thirds of the 
neighborhood of which it is a part under the Mas- 
ter Plan and was replanned for a new medium den- 
sity rental development. 

In the gross area 12 acres are set aside as 
right of way for the Hastings-Oakland expressway; 
about ten acres are being added to the Wayne Uni- 
versity medical center; school and school play yard 
sites take up 7 acres, and separate playgrounds use 
another 11 acres. There will be a 3-acre local 
shopping center. Thirty-two acres in 8 super-block 
parcels are to be developed with low density multiple 
dwellings, while 14 acres in 2 parcels will be de- 
veloped with multi-story dwellings. 

The portions of the project which were sold 
for the top bid of $1,266,000 were the two types of 
residential areas and the shopping center. Thus 
about 51 net acres were involved in the sale, for 
a average price of about $25,000 per acre. 
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The minimum figure at which bidding had to start was $926,000, approximately $18,000 per acre. Hence, 
the final bid was $340,000 over this minimum. An independent appraisal for each parcel was the basis for 


setting the minimun. 


Interesting features of the project are the street layout which impedes through-traffic, the preser- 
vation of major underground utilities by creating public walkways, and the removal of five bridges over 
the Grand Trunk Railroad which are made obsolete by the revised street layout. 

This project will be one of the points of interest on the planning tour of the ASPO Conference in 


Detroit this fall. 


LEGISLATION ADOPTED—State 


Tennessee: Aid to Industry. Amends Senate Bill No. 
72l adopted in 1951, known as "The Industrial Build- 
ing Revenue Bond Act of 1951." That Act authorized 
municipalities to issue revenue bonds for the cam- 
struction or purchase of industrial buildings. The 
amendment makes bond issuing power available to couwn- 
ties as well as cities. 

House Bill No. 1077. Creates an agricultural 
and industrial development commission and removes 
the industrial development function and personnel 
from the State Planning Commission, setting it up 
& an independent state agency. Appropriates $75,000 
for the new agency, to be matched by a like amount 
Solicited as voluntary contributions from cities, 
counties and businesses. 


Vermont: Senate 62 creates a Development Credit Cor- 
Poration to provide financial assistance to indus- 
trial, agricultural, recreational or other enter- 
prises. 


FOREIGN PLANNERS AVAILABLE 


As a result of our exchange program in educa- 
tion, we have in this country several planners who 
are studying in American institutions, but who de- 
sire to work in American planning offices for a 
period of approximately one year m the completion 
of their studies. 

Currently, we know of two persons, one with 
@ background in architecture, the other an engineer. 
They would like to spend a year in some planning 
office in order to obtain experience in planning 
methods. The first student is a graduate in archi- 
tecture, and with considerable experience in region- 
al plaming in Zurich. The other student, who has 
an engineering background, is from India. Both 
have been personally interviewed; both have good 
English. 

Will you please advise the ASPO office if you 
have an available position which could be filled 
by either of these students or other students with 
a like background. 
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CONFERENCES ON RESOURCES FOR THE FUTURE 


The Council of Sponsors for the Mid-Century 
Conference on Resources for the Future has decided 
to hold the conference December 2, 3, 4, at the 
Shoreham Hotel in Washington, D. C. The conference 
will divide into the following ten sections: The 
General Outlook for Resources; Competing Demands 
for Use of Iand; Utilization of Land Resources; Water 
Resource Problems; Problems of Nonfuel Minerals; 
Getting the Most Out Of Energy Resources; World 
Supply; Common Problems in Resources Research; Pub- 
lic Attitudes on Resources Development; Patterns of 
Cooperation. Invitations wili be issued on nomi- 
nations of members of the Council of Sponsors for 
the Mid-Century Conference on Resources for the 
Future. 


LOCAL ITEMS IN BRIEF 


Redevelopment Allocation for Bristol, Virginia: 
Housing and Home Finance Agency has announced the 


allocation of a temporary loan of $1,490,000 and a 
capital grant of $822,320 to the Bristol Redevelop- 
ment and Housing Authority. A large portion of the 
site, which totals 16.15 acres, is to be redevel- 
oped for commercial establishments and for a munici- 
pally-owned parking lot. 


Bay Area Planning Conference: The University 
of California department of city and regional plan- 
ning sponsored on May 22 its first conference on 
planning problems in the Bay Area. Walter H. Blucher, 
executive director of ASPO, gave the principal ad- 
dress in the morning, and the afternoon session was 
devoted to a panel discussion of decentralization 
problems in the region. The success of the confer- 
ence has encouraged the University planning de- 
partment to schedule the Bay Area meeting as an 
annual affair. 








NEWSLETTER BY AIR MAIL 


Several ASPO members have asked to have the 
Newsletter sent to them by air mail. The addi- 
tioal cost far this service to various countries, 
based on the average size of the Newsletters, is 
given below. Any member wishing to have air mil 
service, please notify the ASPO office, remitting 
the appropriate amount. 

United States and possessions, (including 
Army and Navy Post Offices), Canada, Mexico, 
$1.00; Cuba, $2.75; West Indies, (except Cuba), 
Central and South America, $3.50; Europe (except 
as noted below), $5.25; Belgium, Denmark, France, 
Germany, Luxemburg, Netherlands, Norway, Portu- 
gal, Spain, Switzerland, $5.00; Great Britain 
and Ireland, $4.75; Iceland, $4.00; Africa, Asia, 
Australia, Middle East (except as noted below), 
$9.00; India, Pakistan, $7.50; Iraq, Lebanon, 
a $6.50; Japan, $7.75; Union of South Africa, 

These rates are based on current air mail 
charges and are subject to change. 
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PERSONALS 


Isadore Candeub, formerly with the Housing and 
Home Finance Agency, has announced his association 
with Max H. Roller in the firm of Planning and Re- 
development Associates, 591 Summit Avenue, Jersey 
City 6, New Jersey. 


Lewis Elston, recently associated with the 
conservation study of the Metropolitan Housing and 
Planning Council in Chicago, has joined the staff 
of the Near West Side Planning Board in Chicago as 
Planning Technician. 


Walter E. Keyes has resigned as secretary di- 
rector of the Florida State Improvement Commission. 
Mr. E. 0. Rolland is acting director of the commis- 
sim. 


The Honorable J. S. McDiarmid, who had a 2l-year 
term of cabinet service in the Province of Manitoba, 
has announced his retirement. He has served as 
Minister of Mines and Natural Resources since 1932. 


Arthur T. Row, Jr., who recently completed 
his stint with the Navy, but who prior to that tim 
was in Portland, Oregon, is now serving as super- 
visor of analysis for the Detroit Metropolitan Area 
Traffic Study. 


Herbert W. Starick, formerly planning director 
of the Dayton City Plan Board, and currently City 
Manager of Middletown, Ohio, has been appointed 
city manager of Dayton, Ohio. 


Richard C. Stockwell, formerly senior planner 
for the Rochester, New York, Planning Commission, 
has been appointed associate planner in charge of 
the master plan section of the Contra Coste County, 
California, Planning Commission. 


Town Planning Associates, consisting of Paul 
lester Wiener, Jose Luis Sert (recently appointed 
Dean of the Graduate School of Design at Harvard 
University) and E. E. Seelye are continuing their 
consulting and designing service to planning comis- 
sions. In addition to their general planning ser- 
vices they are specializing in housing develop- 
ments, road engineering and airport design. The 
offices continue at 9 East 59th Street, New York 22, 
New York. 


R. Dudley Trudgett, who recently returned from 
a trip to Tokyo, Japan, has left for Europe for 4 
few months. 


PERSONNEL CHANGES IN PROVIDENCE 


John W. Ault has left the City Plan Commission 
of Providence to join the staff of the Baltimore 
County Planning Commission. Anthony Verrecchia has 
been promoted from planning technician to associate 
planner. Anthony Meleo has been promoted from assis- 
tant planning technician to planning technician, 
end Joseph Corrente is now serving as assistant plan- 
ning technician. 


? 








in si 
tory 

impor 
under 
the i 
Kentu 
locat 
meet 


phasi 












ion 
Re- 


sey 


the 


aff 
) as 


di- 


nis- 


year 


L as 


32. 


ted 
time 
per- 
Area 


ctor 
City 
nted 


nner 
ion, 
e of 
inty, 


Paul 
mted 
vard 
sheir 
mnis- 
ser- 
sLop- 
The 

« 22, 


from 
"or & 


ssion 
{more 


ciate 
esis- 
cian, 
plen- 












The information on Michigan's industrial move- 
ment indicates that the two most important factors 
in site selection are the labor supply and the fac- 
tory building - sometimes one, sametimes both. The 
importance of the labar supply is an obvious factor 
under present full employment conditions. Two of 
the industries moving into Michigan left Paducah, 
Kentucky because an Atomic Energy Commission plant 
located there. These industries were unable to 
meet AEC's wage scale and remain competitive. 

The importance of a factory building was em- 
phasized by high construction costs. Two Michigan 


INDUSTRIAL MOVEMENT IN MICHIGAN 


municipalities acquired new industries at least 
partly because they helped finance the acquisition 
of a site and the construction of a factory. In 
both cases, local groups defrayed a large part of 
the construction costs. At least one other plant 
located in a town in which it found an existing 
building which fitted its particular requirements. 

It should be remembered that these movements af- 
fect only a small portion of Michigan's average 1952 
industrial employment of approximately 1,100,000, 
and they do not include expansions of existing plants 
which account for most of the change in that year. 





INDUSTRIAL MOVEMENT INTO, OUT OF, AND WITHIN MICHIGAN, 1952" 


Plants moving 

into Michigan 
Number of Plants 14 
Number of Employees 2032 


Reasons given: 


1, Labor 3 
260 

2. Factory building 2 
675 

3. Labor and factory 1 
building 350 

4. Raw materials (wood) 2 
110 

5. Branches and expansions 1 
for special contracts 350 

6. Other and unknown 5 
287 


Plants moving Plants moving Totals 
out of Michigan within Michigan 

5 16 35 

825 2052 4909 

1 2 6 

360 250 870 

1 3 6 

40 290 1005 

x 4 5 

195 545 

x 1 3 

105 215 

x 6 7 

1212 1562 

3 x 8 

425 712 


“Derived from data in Report On Hovement of Industry Into, Out of, And Within Michigan -— 1952, 
submitted to the Michigan Economic Development Commission by aspecial advisory committee on 
industrial movement, March, 1953, Michigan Department of Economic Development, 422 West 


Michigan Averwe, Lansing, Michigan. 





CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAMS 


SES Auprovenents Program 1953-95. Boston City 
Planning Board, 43 City Hall, Bostm 8, Massachusetts; 


Thomas F. McDonough, Chairman. 1953. 64pp.illus. 
tables, graphs. 
Capital Improvement Pr: 1953- h 1958- 


San Francisco Department of City Planning, 100 Lar- 
kin Street, Civic Center, San Francisco 2, Califor- 
nia; Paul Oppermann, Director of Planning. 1953. 
9pp.illus.charts,tables. 





COMMUNITY INDUSTRIAL SURVEYS 
Community Surveys for Industrial Develop- 


ment, A Bibliography, published by ASPO has 
been revised and is again available. The price 


is 50¢. 

















From City Plan Exhibit, Univ. of N. Carolina 
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REGINALD ISAACS TO HARVARD 


Reginald R. Isaacs has been appointed chair- 
man of the Department of City and Landscape Plan- 
ning in the Graduate School of Design at Har- 
vard University. He will also hold the Charles 
Dyer Norton Chair in Regional Planning. 

For the last eight years Isaacs has been 
planning director of the Michael Reese Hospital. 
Prior to that he was with the National Housing 
Agency in Washington, and before that, in Syra- 
cuse with the Syracuse and Onondaga Postwar 
Planning Program. He was on the staff of the 
Chicago Plan Cammission before going to Syracuse. 

Probably more than any other person in 
Chicago, Isaacs was responsible for the leader- 
ship given to the rebuilding of the central 
South Side. He played an active part in the 
organization of the South Side Planning Board, 
and was in charge of the collaborative study 
for the redevelopment of the South Side. Re- 
cently, he was responsible for an extensive 
conservation study done for the Metropolitan 
Housing and Plaming Council. Isaacs received 
his Bachelor's Degree in architecture at the 
University of Minnesota in 1935, and a Master's 
Degree in architecture from Harvard in 1939. 

There will be a substantial expansion of 
the planning program at Harvard beginning with 
the fall term, when Isaacs takes over the pro- 
gran. 








PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE 


Scientific discoveries have changed atti- 
tudes on the care of the mentally ill, the 
treatment of tuberculosis, and the transmis- 
sion of disease. Zone Location For Hospitals 
and Other Medical Facilities, PLANNING ADVI- 
SORY SERVICE Information Report No. 50, May 
1953, points out that many communities have 
not yet revised their policies on the location 
of medical facilities, nor have they accepted 
the current medical view that integrated treat- 
ment is most effective. 

The report reviews new developments in 
medical practices and shows how the modern hos- 
pital affects residential and other land uses. 
The report analyzes a number of zoning ordi- 
nances which do take these changing ideas into 
account and do provide objective standards for 
buildings and sites. Suggestions are made for 
more realistic policy on the zone location of 
hospitals. Such a policy would rum along lines 
of the functional needs of the facility and the 
effects on the neighborhood. The size of a 
building or medical center is a major factor 
determining these effects. 

PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE will report on 
Motels in Jume, and Helicopters in July. Cities 
are urged to report special experience in these 
fields so that others may benefit from it. 
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POSITIONS AVAILABLE 


Indianepolis, Indiana: City Plan Comission. 
Planning Technician, Senior Grade. Salary $4,800. 
Qualificatias: degree in city planning, engineer- 
ing, architecture, landscape architecture-city 
planning, and two years' experience, or equivalent 
cambinatim. Write City Plan Commission, 304 City 
Hall, Indianapolis 4, Indiana. 


Palm s, California: Planning Techni- 
cien. Salary $3 B12, 000. Qualifications: de- 


gree in planning or related fields or equivalent 
combination of experience and training. Write to 
W. G. Roeseler, Planning Director, City Offices, 
Palm Springs, California. 


Racine, Wisconsin: City Planning Commission. 
Landscape Architect. Salary: $5,054-$5,678. Pre- 
ferably under 40, to work under direction of di- 
rector of planning and superintendent of parks. 
Permanent position for qualified man. Applicants 
to submit work samples, state age, experience and 
references in first letter. Write to George H. 
Benson, Personnel Director, Room 102, City Hall, 
Racine, Wiscmsin. 





Toledo, Ohio: Toledo-Lucas County Plan Con- 
missions. Associate Planner. Salary $4,850. 
Duties includé design, drafting and research on 
planning studies, some supervisim of junior plan- 
ners. Qualifications: degree in city planning, 
landscape architecture, architecture or civil 
engineering, plus two years' experience or a 
master's degree in city planning or landscape 
architecture, plus one year's experience. 

Associate Planner (redevelopment). Salary 
$4,850. Duties similar to above with special 
emphasis on urban redevelopment and individual 
responsibility for redevelopment planning. Quali- 
fications: same as above. 

Junior Planner. Salary $4,250. Duties, de- 
sign drafting and research in city planning pro- 
gram, under supervision. Qualifications: degree 
in city planning, landscape architecture or civil 
engineering; or 24 years' experience in city plan- 
ning; ar 2 years of college with 1 year of experi- 
ence. 

Write to Robert Foeller, Director, Toledo- 
Lucas County Plan Commissions, 322 Ontario Street, 
Toledo 2, Ohio. 








Visalia, California. Tulare County Planning 
Commission. Senior Planning Technician. Salary 
$4,704-$5,892. Qualifications: degree in plan- 
ning, architecture or civil engineering, plus 
two years planning experiences or equivalent 
combination of experience and training. 

Junior Planning Technician, Salary $3,984- 
$4,980. Qualifications: degree in planning, ar- 
chitecture, laniscape architecture or civil engin- 
eering. Experience desirable. 

Write to Earl B. Ingrim, County Planner, 
211 East Center Street, Visalia, California. 
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PLANNING LEGAL NOTES 
Prepared by Walter H. Blucher 





Subdivision Statute Held Unconstitutional (New Jersey) 


Borough of Oakland v. Roth et al., Superior 
Court of New Jersey, Chancery Division, February 20, 
1953, 95 4. 2d422. Defendant Roth is the owner of a 
large tract of land which was subdivided and from 
which lots were sold without obtaining the approval 
of the subdivision by the planning board of the 
Borough of Oakland. The Borough brought suit de- 
manding that the conveyances be set aside and that 
the defendant be enjoined from making further con- 
veyances until the subdivision had been approved. 

The New Jersey statute provides that if any 
owner of land sells any land which forms a part of 
a subdivision before it has been approved by the 
planning board of the governing body the mmicipal- 
ity may maintain a civil action to restrain the 
transfer or sale or the performance of the agree- 
ment of sale. 

The statute contains the following language, 
"The provisions of this section shall not apply in 
any case in which the planning board shall have 
waived the requirements of its approval of the sub- 
division, and the governing body of the mmicipality 
my by resolution expressly waive the said require- 
nents." 

The court held that while the legislature my 
delegate to an administrative body the exercise of 
a limited portion of its legislative power such 
delegation must always prescribe the standards that 
are to govern the administrative agency in the exer- 
cise of the powers. The court held that the legis- 
lature had failed to provide adequate standards by 
which the zoning board (planning board?) and the 
governing body of the borough are to be guided in 
the exercise of the power to waive the statutory 
requirements for the approval of subdivisions. 
"In effect they are given an unlimited power to 
nullify statutory provisions. This makes possible 
special and unreasonable discrimination in the ad- 
ministration of the law." 

The court also pointed out that the complaint 
was defective because it failed to allege the ap- 
pointment of a planning board. Nor was there any- 
thing in the complaint to show that a master plan 
was prepared and adopted, nor anything showing that 
the municipal body of the Borough of Oakland had 
atany time authorized its planning board to adopt 
regulations governing the subdivision of lands. 








House Trailer Is Not A Residential Structure In 
Montgomery County, Ohio. 

Brodnick v. Munger et al., Court of Appeals 
of Ohio, Montgomery County, April 3, 1952, 111 NE. 
ad 695. (This is a later version of the case sun- 
mrized in 4 ZD 54(102 N.E. 24 48).) The court of ap- 
Peals affirmed the decision of the lower court which 
held that a house trailer is not a residential struc- 
ture, subject to the building code regulations adopted 
by the Board of County Commissioners of Montgomery 
Comty. The court held that if house trailers were 
intended to be included in the general code, the leg- 
islature would have so stated. (Section 2480). 
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Excess Condemnation. Vacant Land May Be Included 
In Urban Redevelopment Project. Zoning Is Not A 
Substitute For Urban Redevelopment. 

State ex rel Bruestle, City Solicitor. Rich, 
Mayor, et al., Supreme Court of Ohio, February 18, 
1953, 110 N.E. 2d 778. This suit was brought to 
test the constitutionality of the urban redevelop- 
ment project in the city of Cincinnati, Ohio, known 
as Laurel Redevelopment Area No. 3. The usual 
claims of unconstitutionality were made. 

The court held the redevelopment project to be 
constitutional on the ground that the acquisition 
of land which benefitted the public welfare was for 
public use. The court held that public credit was 
not loaned to the present owners of property in the 
area by paying them compensation for buildings which 
might have been condemned under the police power be- 
cause they were insanitary and unsafe. The court 
held further that an area may constitute a slum 
area even though a small percentage of the buildings 
within the area are sub-standard, and a small per- 
centage of the area constitutes vacant land. In 
this case 3.7 per cent of the area camstitutes vacant 
land. The court held further "restrictions on the 
use of the property, for the public purpose of pre- 
venting recurrence of slum conditions, may reason- 
ably appear to offer a sure method of preventing 
such recurrence and any other method such as zon- 
ee 

The question of excess condemation was raised, 
but not clearly discussed, nor was there a clear de- 
cision as to whether excess condemnation was in- 
volved, although it might be inferred from the de- 
cision that the constitutional provision allowing 
excess condemation was approved. One justice dis- 
sented. 








Parking Garage: Sale of Gasoline Prohibited 

Midtown Motors, Inc. et al. v. Public Parking 
Authority of Pittsburgh; Appeal of Public Parking 
Authority of Pittsburgh; Appeal of Parking Service 
Corporation, Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, Febru- 
ary 9, 1953, 944A. 2d 572. The public authority law 
of Pennsylvania, adopted in June 1947, provides 
that such authority shall not have the power to en- 
gage in the sale of gasoline, the sale of automo- 
bile accessories, automobile repair and service, or 
any other garage service. 

The Parking Authority of Pittsburgh leased two 
parking garages for a period of six years under 
which lease the lessee agreed to maintain at all 
times for the benefit of its customers adequate fa- 
cilities for the supply of gas and oil and the per- 
formance of such other services as are usual and 
customary in like garages, including the repair and 
washing of cars. 

It was contended that although the corporation 
(the Authority) does not possess the right to en- 
gage in these activities, its lessee does. The 
lower court held that this contention was without 
merit. The decree was affirmed by the supreme 
court. 
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ASPO receives more than 600 planning books, pamphlets and reports each month, 

It is possible to mention only a very limited number and to do justice to only a few — 

them. Copies may be secured from publishers. ASPO does not have copies for 
istribution . 


AN OPPORTUNITY TO REBUILD CHICAGO THROUGH INDUS- 


Planning Literature 


TRIAL DEVELOPMENT ON THE CENTRAL SOUTH SIDE. South 
Side Planning Board; Morris H. Hirsh, Executive Di- 
rector. May 1953. 3lpp.illus.maps,charts. (A 
program for the development of an industrial area 
within Chicago's central south side slums.) 


SUBDIVISION CONTROL IN WISCONSIN. Marygold Melli. 
University of Wisconsin Law School, Madison, Wis- 
consin. March 1953. 108pp.mimeo.tables,maps. 
(A study directed primarily to subdivision prac- 
tices in one state, but of very great use as 4 man- 
ual on subdivision practices.) 


DOWNTOWN PARKING SURVEY 1952. City of Edmonton. 
96pp.illus.charts,maps,tables. $3.00. THE NATURE 
OF PARKING AND TRAFFIC. A Supplementary Report. Pre- 
pared by Noel Dant, Town Planner. 36pp.charts. 
Copies available from The Secretary, Town Planning 
Department, Civic Block, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada. 


METROPOLITAN PLANNING. Proceedings 5th Regional 
Conference, British Columbia Division, Community 
Plamning Association of Canada, 1205, 736 Granville 
Street, Vancouver, B. C.; Hugh Martin, Chairman. 
1953. 42pp.tables. 


PARKING SURVEY OF THE RIVERTON, NEW JERSEY, BOROUGH 
BUSINESS AREA. Govermment Consulting Service, Insti- 
tute of Local and State Government, University of 
Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 1952. 
33pp.forms ,tables , graphs ,map. 


DESIGY FOR DEVELOPMENT. Master Plan for McKees Rocks, 
Pennsylvania. Community Housing and Planning Asso- 
ciates, Consultants, 20 Vesey Street, New York City, 
N. Y. 1953. 52pp.illus.mp.tables,charts. $2.50. 


MASTER PLAN FOR PLAYGROUNDS AND PLAY FIELDS. Publi- 
cation Number 10, City Plan Commission of Providence, 
Suite 103, City Hall, Providence 3, Rhode Island, 
George Hurley, Chairman. 1953. SOpp.illus.maps. 


OUTLINE FOR PLANNING. Melfort, Saskatchewan. De- 
partment of Municipal Affairs, Community Plaming 
Branch, Regina, Saskatchewan; Stewart Young, Direc- 
tor. 1953. umpaged, maps, charts. 


GENERAL PLANNING REPORT. Taunton Planning Board, 
City Hall, Taunton, Massachusetts; Frederick L. 
Tripp, Chairman. 1951. 22pp.graphs. 


FARGO MASTER PIAN. City Planning Commission, City 
Hall, Fargo, North Dakota; James Dumn, City Manager. 
1953. 82pp.illus.maps,tables. $1.00. 


CAUGHT IN OUR OWN WEB. Seattle City Planning Commis- 
sion, 920 Elliott West, Seattle 99, Washington; F. R. 
McAbee, Chairman. 1953. 27pp.illus.charts. 


RICHIAND PARISH, LOUISIANA, AND FACILITIES. 
State of Louisiana, Department of Public Works, Baton 
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Rouge, Louisiana; Frank S. Walshe, Jr., Chief of Plan- 
ning Division. l12lpp.illus.maps ,tables. 


TOWN DESIGN. Frederick Gibberd. Reinhold Publish- 
ing Corporation, 330 W. 42nd Street, New York 36, 
New York. 1953. 300pp.illus.maps. $15. 00. (This 
is an interesting book, interesting because of what 
the author has attempted to do and how he has pro- 
ceeded. The attempt has been to deal with towm 
design (and not town planning as such). "Town de- 
sign embraces architecture, landscape and road de- 
sign and these arts being so embraced lose their 
individual identity to become a new thing, 'The 
Urban Scene'." The book is divided into four parts, 
Design of the Camplete Town, Central Areas, Industry, 
and Housing. It is lavishly illustrated with hund- 
reds of photographs and drawings. There are numer- 
ous “little essays" dealing with specific civic 
centers. One gets the feeling that although the 
materials are of interest the book doesn't "flow" 
as an organized whole. It is a minor matter but 
one disturbing to this reviewer to find the name 
"Peets" of the well known team of Hegemann and 
Peets mispelled in the Preface. One is bound to 
wonder how accurate the text will be or what kind 
of an editing job was done. 


ANNUAL REPORTS 


How Far Have We Come? How Far Can We Go? Borough of 
Bethel Planning Commission, Bethel, Pennsylvania; 
Earl D. Hollinshead, Chairman. 1953. 
maps,tables. 


15pp.illus. 





5 — 708 "Brookline, Mass- 
achusetts; Williem Stanley Parker, Consultant. 1952. 
22pp. tables ,graphs. 


Annual Report 1952. Des Moines City Plan and Zoning 
Commission, City Hall, Des Moines, Iowa; Donald A. 
Anderson, Planning Director. 1953. l6pp.graphs, 
tables. 


Planning and Zoning 1952, Indianapolis City Plan 
Commission, City Hall, Indianapolis, Indiana; Noble 
P. Hollister, Director. unpaged,tables,maps. 


Annual Report. Kalamazoo City Planning Commis- 
sion, City Hall, Kalamazoo, Michigan; Earl D. Fraser, 


Planning Director. 1952. 4pp.charts. 
Guiding Growth. Regional Planning Commissim of los 


Angeles County and Los Angeles County Regional Plan- 
ning District, 108 West 2nd Street, Los Angeles 12, 
California; Earl J. Esse, Director of Planning. 
1952. 52pp.tables.illus.charts. 


Planning and Zoning. Section, Biennial Report, 
Public Works Department, City Hall, Superior, Wis- 
consin; Thoms M. Basterash, Director and City En- 
gineer. 1953. p.24-36. 
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